
Dear museum worker!

The present survey is conducted by scholars of the University of Tartu in the
framework of the research project “Practices and Challenges of Mnemonic Pluralism

in Baltic History Museums” (2021-2025, Estonian Research Agency). You will find
more information about the project and the research team at

https://mnemus.ut.ee/project

Answering to the survey questionnaire will contribute to collecting information on
the current experience and future plans regarding the collecting and exhibiting of

20th century material in Baltic museums. Your answers enable to create a
comparative overview of how museums approach and interpret this specific

material.

In the case of questions please contact Ene Kõresaar, the project
leader: ene.koresaar@ut.ee

Thank you for your help!

Section A: Museological background
The first questions concern your museological background. If you are working at more than one museum, please choose the
museum you regard as your main workplace.

A1. I work at a museum with approximately …

 
Less than 10 employees

10-49 employees

50-99 employees

100 or more employees



A2.

My museum is …

 
state museum (including national or republican museum or  public undertaking/foundation)

municipal, regional or local museum (or related foundation)

a museum belonging to an institution (for example, university museum)

private museum

Other (please specify)

Other (please specify)
 

A3. The specificity of my museum is...
Choose one of the following

  History museum

 
— general history museum

— cultural history museum

— ethnography and anthropology museum

— memorial museum

— war museum

— agricultural museum

— maritime museum

— literature, theatre, music museum

— science and technology museum

— historical house museum

Art museum

Natural history museum

<span style="background-color:#bdc3c7;"><b>Other (please specify)</b></span>

Other (please specify)
 



A4. Does your museum have a written document concerning the collecting
principles?

 
Yes

No, but it will be compiled in the near future

No

I do not know

Section B: Museum’s activities and collections

B1. Is your work area at the museum research and/or curating
exhibitions?

 
Yes

No

B2. Is 20th century history after 1939/40 exhibited at your museum?

 
Yes

No

B3.

Please specify the reasons (you can choose more than one answer)
This remains beyond the focus of the museum

There is not enough space for such exposition

There is not enough material in the collections for such an exhibition

There are no competent specialists for exhibiting this period

The temporal distance with that period is insufficient

It is not exhibited yet, but the museum plans to do it.

Other (please specify)

Other (please specify)
 



B4.

Please specify which decades are exhibited at your museum.

1939/1940 - 49

1950-59

1960-69

1970-79

1980-89

1990-99

B5. Please name the topics covered in exhibiting these decades.
 

B6. Are your tasks at the museum related to collections management?

 
Yes

No

B7. Does your museum collect material about the period after 1939/40?

 
Yes

No

B8.

Please specify the reason
This does not correspond to the museum’s collecting principles

There is not enough storage space

We do not have competent specialists for collecting material from this period

The temporal distance with this period is insufficient for collecting

It is difficult to collect material from this period because people do not consider it valuable for the
museum

The material has not been collected yet, but the museum plans to do it

Other (please specify)

Other (please specify)
 



B9.

Please specify which decades are represented in your museum’s
collections.

1939/1940 - 49

1950-59

1960-69

1970-79

1980-89

1990-99

B10. Please name the topics on which your museum has collected material
earlier concerning the decades mentioned.
 

B11. Please name the topics on which your museum is collecting now and
will collect in the near future concerning the decades mentioned.
 

B12. Does your museum address the public for completing the collections
(for example, public calls etc)?

 
Yes, we do it regularly

Yes, we have done it 1-2 times

No, but we have considered doing it

No

B13. Please bring some examples of the topics on which you have collected
material relying on the help of the public.
 

B14. Please explain why you have not relied on the help of the public.
 



Section C: Your opinion
The last block concerns your personal opinion as a museum worker.

C1. Please assess how the following arguments express your opinion on
how museums should impart knowledge on 20th century history.

Totally
agree

Rather
agree Undecided

Rather do
not agree

Do not
agree at

all
Cannot

rate

ARGUMENT 1: Museums have the obligation to defend
the history of their nation and secure that it is transferred

to future generations. Therefore, the main narrative of
the museums has to focus on 20th century occupations

and freedom fights since they are at the core of our
identity.

ARGUMENT 2: It is the task of museums to enhance
solidarity between peoples, focusing on the common

parts in their histories.

ARGUMENT 3: Different interpretations of the past
should be represented in a museum; we should not avoid

contradictions and conflicts of remembering since they
are inseparable parts of past and present societies.

ARGUMENT 4: Museums should not interfere into
memory politics; the temporary distance is insufficient

for dealing with topics of the 2nd half of the 20th century
in an impartial and neutral manner.

ARGUMENT 5: Museums should react to contemporary
topical issues and look towards the future; the society

needs visions of the future.

C2. Please choose which principle is most important for you (please
choose one and write the number into the box below).

C3. Please explain why you regard this principle as most important.
 

C4. Does your personal opinion on how to impart 20th century history
overlap with that of your museum?

 
Yes

Rather yes

Rather no

No

Cannot answer

C5. Please explain in what aspects your personal opinion on how to
impart 20th century history overlaps with that of your museum. If
needed, bring some examples from your museum practice.
 



C6. Please explain in what respects your personal opinion on how to
impart 20th century history differs from that of your museum. If
needed, bring some examples from your museum practice.
 

Section D: Respondent’s background

To submit the answers, press “Submit”.

D1. Your age

 
29 years or less

30-39 years

40-49 years

50-59 years

60-69 years

70 years or more

D2. Gender

 
Male

Female

Do not wish to disclose

D3. Your education

 
Secondary

Higher

MA

PhD

Other (please specify)

Other (please specify)
 

D4. Please specify the specialty you have acquired
 



D5. How long have your worked in the museum field?

 
5 years or less

6-10 years

11-15 years

16-20 years

21-25 years

26-30 years

31 years or more

D6. In your opinion, how much is museum work appreciated in the
society?

 
Appreciated

Rather appreciated

Undecided

Rather not appreciated

Not appreciated

Cannot rate

D7. If you wish, comment on your opinion.
 

D8. Is there anything else you would like to say to the research team
concerning the topic of the study?
 

Thank you!

Your answers have been entered into the database.
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